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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 309037 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-05 INR-07 L-03 ACDA-12 
NSAE-00 PA-01 SS-15 PRS-01 SP-02 USIA-06 TRSE-00 
COME-OO EB-08 DODE-OO /073 R 

DRAFTED BY OSD/ISA:COL. ALLEN; EUR/RPM : MPSTRUTZEL 

APPROVED BY EUR/RPM : S JLEDOGAR 

OJCS /J-3:RADM.BURKEHALTER 

USDA(OIA): JSWOOD 

DOC/MARAD (M-373): FCASE 

026859 291523Z/43 

R 282348Z DEC 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION USNATO 
INFO USDELMC BRUSSELS BE 
USLO SACLANT NORFOLK VA 
USNMR SHAPE BE 
CINCLANT NORFOLK VA 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 309037 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS:NATO, US, MPOL 

SUBJECT:HILEX-8: HIGH-LEVEL PLANNING GROUP (HLPG) 

REF: USNATO 12051, 011506Z DEC 77 

1 . ALTHOUGH WE APPRECIATE STRONG DESIRE BY SACLANT TO 
TEST TRI-MNC MARITIME REPORTING SYSTEM (MARREP) AND THAT 
THE SYSTEM HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE "NATO EXERCISE CON- 
FERENCE" FOR USE IN HILEX-8, WE UNDERSTAND THAT A FINAL 
DRAFT OF THE COMPREHENSIVE INSTRUCTIONS HAS NOT YET BEEN 
GIVEN WIDE DISTRIBUTION. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 309037 


2. WE ARE CONCERNED THAT THOSE US HEADQUARTERS AND STAFFS 
CHARGED WITH PROVIDING INPUT REPORTS AND OTHER DAILY 
SITUATIONAL DATA (E.G., CINCLANT) DURING HILEX-8 WILL NOT 
HAVE HAD SUFFICIENT TIME TO DIGEST THE SYSTEM AND TO 
TRAIN PERSONNEL IN ITS USE BY THE START OF THE EXERCISE 
(STARTEX). WE EXPECT THAT OTHER NATIONS WOULD ALSO BE 
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FACED WITH SIMILAR DIFFICULTIES, CAUSING THE TEST RESULTS 
TO BE OF DUBIOUS UTILITY. 

3. ACCORDINGLY, ALTHOUGH STARTEX POSITIONS WILL HAVE TO 

BE FURNISHED AND A TEST OF THE MARREP SYSTEM WILL EVENTUALLY 
BE REQUIRED, AT THIS TIME WE BELIEVE THE TESTING OF THE 

SYSTEM DURING HILEX-8 AS DISCUSSED IN REFTEL PARA 5 IS 
PREMATURE. 

4. AS REGARDS THE PLAY OF RESOURCES PROBLEMS, WE ACCEPT 
PROPOSAL OUTLINED IN REFTEL PARA 7 CONCERNING GRAIN INPUTS. 
VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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